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oF EXT — . that ap: 
proves of our Doings, and gives us 
Confidence towards God; nothing in 
this Life. brings greater Delight than 
che concurrent Approbation of Men: as when 
one perceives himſelf to have the good Word, 
and the good Will of ſuch as obſerve his Con- 
duct; and hath canſe to hope the ſame from 
all that hall. at any time be made acquainted 
with his Actions: For tis This that gi ives a 
Man Credit and Reputation in the World, or. 
as the Wiſe-man ſpeaks a Good Name, which, 
according to him, is rather to be choſen than 
great Riches; and loving Favour, which he 
prefers to Sitver and Gold. Honour, a Term 
of much the ſame Import, which is oſten ſet 
at an equal value with Life it ſelf, and ſome- 
times prefer d before it, ſignifying little more 
than an acknowledgment of our Eſteem and 
AﬀcAion for the 8 to whom it is gi⸗ 
ven. 
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ven, on account of thei C ame we Fey ,of 
his Worth: As on rother fide, Contempt, In- 


famy. and:'Diſgtace: are but Indicatians of the 
bad Opinion wg — * e. of che Perſon 


greateſt Evils A cat 80 all us i "Re 
and metimes make Life. it e 
Burden hard to be born. n 20 
How it comes to paſs that a Mät's lind 
ſhall be ſo affected with what others think 
conèeming him, as that his: Happineſs” or Mi 
ſery fhoüld —— 2 ſore ST? {png heir 
Opinion, is What perhaps every | 
e ern pe. Spry Inge 
good or bad Opinion which Pe have f 
4 Man, will upon Oeeaſfons discover it elf _ 
by fome viitwatd: Signications of Eſteem or 
Contempt; bat if it goes ao further, cheſe 
cannot give him any bodily Pain or Pleaſure; 
they neither offend nor gratify any ont of 
his Senſes, er. indeed are they ever regarded, 
but as they ar Ad to t the in 
ward Thoaghts of Jen's Hearts. A Man's 
Intereſt in the World does indeed viten depend 
upon the Opinion others have of bim, and 
that is doubtlefs one great Cauſe, why He is 
ſo tender of his Reputation; but it exanor. be 
the only nor the Pfincipal Cauſe: Fer lie In. 
rereſt and his Honour ſometimes prove in- 
om atible, inſdmuch a if he will eleave 4 
| | C - 


"Me: one, 10 madd orte ee that 
"Cale, an ingenuous Man is neyer at 4 Laſe 
which of the two He is to abandon. Ber 
ſides, Men are commonly then heſt pleas d 


when their Fame ſpreads W. wideſt, reaching 


from whom they expect 
Harm. Death pars an end to all the Intereſt 


a Man can have in this World, but does not 


ſer Bounds to his deſire of Glory: For we ſhall 
ſeldom find any more ęameſt to maintain their 
"Credit whilſt they: live, than to leave a good 
. 
. 5 wg orid NV 
— doubrleſs are, — have vod 
their Life time upon Deſigns never, r 
eſſoct till their own Eyes were glos d. 0 l 
in hopes that in after Ages their Names thould 
be — with Honour. Aud there have 
been many more that have-chcertully tubmitred 
to an hongwable Death, rather than be forc'd 
to lead an ignominious LMfe. 


For as much affected as Says OK +. Be- | 


fire of Glory, they. have ſtill à more lively 
Senſe of Diſgrace. This they gannqt hide Who 
may make a Shiſt to differtle the other: and 
there is not any Condition of Liſe, that puts 


Men above or below — ; 


2 . 


/ 


| 4 


to Places they ſhall never fee; and to Perſans 
neither Good nor 


| .Þ SKM T Dl nth NY 


eddy touched than at ny, with every thing. 
tending that Way. The wiſeſt and deſtbof Nen 
take what care they can that 20 Man ſhould 
deſpiſe them; the Beggar upon the Dunghill 
will be ſtir' d with Reproach ; and thoſe more 
unhappy Wretchies, that can be guilty of the 
baſeſt Practices, are offended/ when they are 
call'd what they are content and refolv'd to be; 
having ſtil ſo much regard to the Cenſures of 
the World, when they are afraid of nothing 
elſe, that they ſhall ſtand in ſome awe of other 
Men's Conſciences, after they have got the Ma: 
ſtery of their « own. And when their Crimes 
are ſo notorions that they cannot be conceal'd, 
they ſhall yet be offering at Excuſes, be they 
ever ſo frivolous, or doch as can only lerve to 
betray their Shame. 1 * 
, che Sphere of Shams will 
always be hanging about ſuch Men, do they 
what they can to ger rid on't. That, and it's 
_ contrary, the Deſire of Glory, being peculiar 
to Man, as they affect him immediately in his 
moſt ſenſible Part, by which he differs from 
other Creatures; ſo they ſeem inſeparably in- 
herent in his Nature. T o diveſt himſelf of them, 
i would be in a manner to put off the Man; and 
He that does ſo, muſt either have rais'd him- 
BY felf above the common Standard of human Na- 
| ture, or rather he muſt have ſunk many De- 
* below it: Inſenſibility of * ſort git. 
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cures. +1. Ob 2 SAN in 12 Th bete 8 
8 Nia vain then to ask a Man 
why. He ſhou d be pleasd with Hon 
quir' d by noble Actions; or Why the wicked 
Wrerch ould. be confounded With Shame 
Ab knaviſh- Practices are brought to. Light! 
theſe e oe, * h W 2 jo. the. 


| nc the Mind it "Gas. is hs 5 9 5 5 
Diſgrace, which is as a. Sword that pjerces the 


very Soul. For all which, no other Reaſon 


can be given, but che 77 god. Pleafitre. of Him 
that created us: It is He that. hath made us 
, & not we our ſelues. - But if we look for- 


ward to the final to of f T oe „we ſhall 
f01 


find our ſelves to be thus diff Ends that 


are highly worthy: of: the dine Widow. and 
ar leaſt of Men in this 


Goodneſs. | 
The Well-Being 


World depends upon rheir mutual Aſſiſtance 


of one another but this rhey can neither giye, 
nor 


(£0 i Ke 


and nnite them, The All-Wike Author of our 
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. nor receive,/ un e en 0 in Comm 
nities; nor could they ever continue ſo: join 1 
had they no other Ping les of Action, but 
the Gratificatie of their” ſenſual Appetites, or 
the Concern which every one has for his own 
1 0 l for theſe would fo often. put 
upon ſeeking the ſame Things, by all 
M Methods of Fee and Fraud, that they would 
Kan be embroy d and become ſo hateful to 
one another, has Man would aſſoon come 
one 3 as he would frand 
in the ay of a off, or more dangerous = 
Beaſt of Prey. But as every wn fa is difpos'd 
by Nature to covet as much of che Eſteem and 
-Good-Will of others, as he can poſſibly pro- 
cure, this Principle directly tends to reconcile 


Nature having ſo contrivd it, that in order w 
gratify the ſtrongeſt Paſſion of their Souls, they 
are prompted to ſach Things as muſt render 
r and Beneficial to one another: 
by which means, Life, as it were, is preſery'd 
in human Society, juſt as we maintain Health 


S by ſatisfying our 
Craving 4 Hence we may learn as 
Tneani hat immenſe Deſire of Glory. which 


abounds 0 much in generous Minds, - that it 

cannct be confin'd to Place or Time. It is in 
effect, bur the Voice of Nature calling upon 

them to do all the Good they can, and that 
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they: flacter thei i + yaih 7 [magi 


draw upon themſelves the = 


Men, and, it's 
Tie” reat Pepravity 6 


this Reſpe@ is ſo apparent, th 


Has been taken of it in the Hearhen Word: 


And it was the main Buſineſs of ancient Mora- 
liſts to ſet Men right in their Notions as to this 


4 3 


Matter. To which purpoſe was all that the 


taugbt about ſuch Things as they call'd Honefta : 


and 7. ur pia. Kana and Aloged. he moſt ex- 
cellent Lawgivers of all civiliz? d Nations. to 
preyent the Miſchiefs ariſing from miſtaken 


Notions of this kind, took all poſſible care to $ 


have the Marks of Honour and 
where they were moſt deſerv d, and Where they 
might be ſo conſpicuous as to ſerve for publick 
Direction. Our 5 Nec which reſtores 


with Per to the Aae 1 rf Oe, ares en- 
forces them with the Sanction of the greateſt 


u and Puniſhments ; "POET no leſs a 
Reward 


Reward ran E eee to wy as' hall take 
th rhe way to Glory and Honour and Im. 
Alit tov GJeuouncing the moſt terrible 
Woes, n if not regarded, will end in 
# and everlaſting Gu ſom, againſt falſe 
irical Pretenders to. Glory, that is, all 


hyp ICIit _ 
fach as ſhall: affect the Praiſe of Men, when 
_ ww ny” wile, inconſiſtent with: as Fre 

of GO... 


PHE Texr 1 have Fs og as ; proper 8 che 
preſent Occaſion, will give us a ſure and cer- 
tain Rule for our Direction in this Matter : 
For it can never fail, when underſtood and 
reduc'd to Practice. And I have choſen it at 
this Time, becauſe: the former Part of it war- 
rants us in what we are now doing; for it both 
allows and obliges us to honour the Memory 
of our Founders and Benefactors: The latter 
Part indeed feems to be lamewhat- foreign to 
the E Buſineſs of this Day: I ſhall there - 
fore meddle with it little — than 19 5 
may ſerve to illuſtrate what we are taught 
the former. Tho', by the way, it may not be 
amiſs to take notice of the Warning there gi- 
ven us. For in caſe we ſhou'd ever be ſo wick- 
ed, as by Breach of Truſt, or otherwiſe, wil. 
fally to fruſtrate- Their pious Intentions, by 
whoſe Charity we are maintain'd, few. People in 
the World would find themſelves more con- 
cern'd in that latter Part of the Text than our 
—_— - B „ 
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ee Wa N 
The Firſt. is, T be Memory of he; Full is 
bleſſed. DOI 
The Second. 7 be Name of the Wicked] YT/A 


My bukinch will be 16. „ explain the Tan 
of which each Propoſition conſiſts, and wich⸗ 
—_ to ſhew the Connexion that is between. 

; and then to apply the Doctrine con- 
rain'd in the firſt Propoſition to the preſent 
Genen 

In explaining che Terms, the chief Difliculry 
will be to give an adæquate Notion of thoſe 
that are the Subject of each Propoſition. For, 
tho none can be ignorant of their meaning in 
General, yet twill require ſome Conſideration 
to determine preciſely what they. ſignify in this 
Place: For tis not every one, that might in 
ſome Senſe be ſtild a Juſt or an Honeſt Man, 
whoſe Memory is, or ſhall be bleſſed; Nor. 
does what is {aid of the Wicked or ſinful Per-. 
1on, ſeem applicable to all that may come un- 
der that Denomination. I ſhall therefore begin 
with the two Prædicates as more eaſy to be un- 
derſtood, and when they are ſo, they may direct 
us how to fix the Senſe of thoſe other Terms. 

Firſt then, as to what is ſaid concerning the 
Perſon here ſtiled, The Fuft, namely, that 


his Memory is bleſsd The Septuagint —_ 


— 


in TRINTITWCOE EROS Charer, 11 
the Word which we tranflate / 4, ner N- 
ul, The Vulgate Latin hath, cum landibme': 
but both e 

5 which ſignifies 20 or fur a Bleſſing: ſo 
that the meaning of the Sentence ſeems to be, 
that the Juſt ſhall be remember'd in Order to 
be Bleſſed, or that Men ſhall remember him 
for that very end and ſe that they may 
bleſs him. Now to Bleſs in Sctipture Phraſe, 
when it denotes the Act of one Man towards 
another, that is his Equal or his: gnifies 


or, fi 
a great deal more than to fer forth his Praiſes, 
(tho? it includes vw :) for it comprehends like- 


wiſe Reſpect, Love, Gratitude,” and in ſhort, 
all that we mean — the moſt ex · 
— Signification of that Word: As when 
| Honour to them whom: we moſt high- 
I — and eſteem, and towards whom we 
are at tlie fame Time the moſt kindly affected. 
Tis indeed the Term ordinarily us d in Scripture 
to expreſs: the Returns: of Praiſe and Fhanks- 
giving that are dur from Man to Almight 7 
God. Thus the P/alniſt enpreſſing his in- 
ward Sentiments of the Divine Goodneſs 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and att that i 
within me, | bleſs his Holy Name: Bleſs the 
Lord, O my' Soul, and forget not all his Be- 
nete. Pf. 103. vir, 2. In the 29h of 7 1175 
and following Verſes, it ſignifies the joy ful and 


grateful Acknowledgments, which Perſons, re. 
B = __- 


Ya 
1 _  A'Suxmon' rec 


| hev'd from extreme Affliction and Miſtey make 
to their Benefactor. I hen the Ear heard me: 
then it Bleſſed me, and when: the Eye: ſaw me; 
# gave Witneſs to me: becauſe I deliver d 
the Poor that cryd, and the Fatherleſs and 
him that hath none to help him: The Bleſſing 
F him that was ready to periſh came upon 
me, and I causd the Widow's heart to fi nd 
_ with Foy, Thar magnificent Preſent with 
which Jacob according to the Eaſtern Cuſtom; 
ſtill in uſe, honour'd his Brother Eſau, Gen. 335 
is there call'd by him his Bleſſing; and under 
that Name was doubtleſs defion's | by him, as 
an outward Teſtimony of the moſt profound 
Reſpect; as may appear, both from his Beha- 
viour, for he bow'd: himſelf ſeven times to 
the ground, until he came near his Brother; 
and from his Words, which were ſtill more re- 
ſpectful; Therefore I have ſeen thy Face, as 
on had ſeen the Face of God, and: thou 
pleaſed with me; Take, I gr. rhee yy 
let ing that 2s brought ſhes. 915 i: 
The Words then of this firſt Part of our Text 
import no leſs than that the Perſon: here call'd; 
The Juſt, ſhall-attain to the higheſt: kind of Ho- 
H Hour, that the Condition of Mortals is capable 
=. of. For that he, by acting ſuitably to his 
Character, will imprint on the Minds of Men, 
ſuch a lively and laſting Senſe of his Merit; 
; that * ſhall not highly reſpect „hl 
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whilſt he lives, but will take occaſions to re- 
Wü him when Dead. and to celebrate his 
Memory, with all anner eee of 
Eſteem and Affection. 5 
That which is affirm d of the Wicked i in the 
ſecond Part of our Text, ſeems: deſign'd by the 
Wiſe-Man, for the Reverſe of what he de- 
clares in another Place, Ecel. 7. ch. v. 1. He 
rhere ſays. That 4 good Name 10 better than 
precious Ointments; alluding, as tis ſuppos d: 
to the practice of Eaſtern Nations to embalm 
their Dead, in order to keep them from Putre- 
faction with it's Conſequents; and implying, 
that a good Name ſhall prove a better Preſer- 
vative and Perfume, as it were, to a Man's Me- 
mory, than any precious Ointments will be to 
bis Body. Whereas, on the contrary, the 
Name of the Wicked, as he here declares; ſhall 
periſh together with himſelf; and be forgotten 
in as ſhort a Time, as his Body would conſume 
away. Ot in caſe he gives the World cauſe to 
remember him, as wicked Men oſten do, he 
ſhall be mention'd with Abhorrence, his very 
Name will be as offenſive to the Ear, as his 
Carcaſs would be to the Sight or Smell, were 
it order d or ſuffer'd to rot above Ground. 
But this, as I have ſaid, is not farely the 
Lot of every ſinful Man; nor, on t'other fide, 
do all thoſe. that we take for honeſt Men, at- 
tain, either Living er Dead, to. ſuch tranſcen- 
dent. 


—— 
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dest Honour as have Men Now aa”; A 
Man muſt be 1 a Na. 
cording to what we uſually call i Juſtice, or He 
- muſt be egregioufly wicked above. the —— 

Rate, before he ſhall find himſelf either way 
concernd in our Text. ſo as to expect that the 
Promiſe, or the Threat mould be made good 
upon him or upon his Memor. 
For let us conſider Juſtice — ite the 


ordinary Notien of the Word, wherher Diftric 


butive or Commutative: It is very little more 
than a bare negative Virtue; if a Negative can 
be call'd a Virtue: It will indeed kee us from 
committing ſome ſort of Crimes, but "thoſe 
Crimes are ſuch as will render him infamous 
rhat commits them; and for that Reaſon, to ab- 
ſtain from them can deſervo * en Thanks 
or Praiſe. 4 
As for Diſtributive Jaſtice, i it videos E 
only, that are truſted with tlie Diſpoſal of pub- 


lick Rewards; and all it poſitively obliges them 


to, is to make ſuch „as the Cale will 
admit of. for thoſe that deſerve beſt. If they 

neglect to do thus much, they betray their 
Truſt, and perjure themſelves into the gr. 
in caſe. an Oath be taken. as: it commonly is: 
For the reſt, all that's requir d of them, is the 


Not · doing what would render em moſt con- 


temptible in the Eyes of all that have any No- 
tion of common * Let's ſuppoſe a Re- 
ward 


any - label t. n chr 2 certain Number of | 


ce” — 2 Should: Abels — 
aut of any fel6ſh+ Conſideration. or to -oblige 
_ thoke from whom: 23 aww + 1 
as beym or might, if they would, know 
to deſerve it beſt.” That would be to 
of it as their own, which is much che — - 
if they conveited it to their dun Uſe: cb 
Men wou d rab the Publick, \not-onlyvof what 
was d in their Hands, — Be. 


Meri. Aud if they differ d in any'thing from ä 
Comman Thieves, it muſt be upon account of 
ſuch aggravating Circumſtances as would render 
them wenby af, A much more ſhameful Puniſh» . 
ment. mi ni ian oh worliedi tor ater 11 
And then for that other Part of Juſtice, bib | 
is ſuppos d to direct us in our ordinary Deal- 
ings with one another. The fundamental Rules 
of which are, That we keep our Faith wrong 
no Man either by Force or Fraud, but give to 
every one his Due, and take no more to our 
ſelves than is ours in any Caſe; the Obſervance 
of rheſe, and the like Precepts, will never en- 
title any to the glorious Reward propos d in 


our. 
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our Text: — Many 
—— is not a 'Perjr ious or Per- 
fidious Wretch; That he is not an Extortioner. 
a Cheat or 4 Robber ? Or what Veneration Will 
it bring to his Memory, when it ſhall be ſaid; 
that he has not undergone nor deſervd _ 
Puniſhment due to ſuch Crimes? 5 
But tho! Men that are only thus far Juſt; | 
cannot be the Perſons meant in the former Part 
of our Text; yet we need go no further in 
ſearch of them thar are chiefly concern d in the 
latter. For Offenders againſt this Negative 
Juſtice, may certainly be reckon'd among thoſe 
that, by way of Eminence, are ſtil d The 
Wicked, Their Crime: ſuch as, if gene- 
nerally practic d. muſt ſubvert the Foundation 
of human Society, and fill all Places with Ra- 
pine and Violence; which would end in the 
common Ruin of any People or Nation: And 
they may be juſtly reputed guilty of all the 
Miſchief which they do what in them lies, to 
effect. We need not go to prove that, what 
the Wicked are threatned with in our Text, 
ſhall be the Lot of ſuch Men; there being no- 
| thing more agreeable to the J udgment of Man- 
kind, as People of all Nations ſhew by their 
dealing with Offenders of this Sort; (ſuch of 
them at leaſt as the Laws can take hold of,) 
whom they either ſend out of the World, as 
not fit to live in it, by an ignominious Death; 
or 
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N der ſuch Marks of Dig ce 
ar they little Shame as Dice wm death 
it (elf might ſeem more eligible even to them. 
If the Memorial of {ach Men periſh not with 
themſelves, it . dur be a means to en 
_ their Intamy. D iR 

But tis certain mah * Holy Sorigetarels give 
us a much more large and comprehenſive No- 
tion of Juſtice. And that particular Branch of 
it, which we commonly take for the Whole, 
comes very ſhort of what Reaſon dictated to 
the ancient Heathens. 

According to the Scripture Notion, J alter 
or Righteouſneſs ( for tis the fame Word in 
the Original) comprehends all thoſe Virtues and 
Graces which Religion inſpires us with: ſuck 
of them eſpecially, as diſpoſe and incline us to 
the Offices of Humanity, Charity, Liberality, 
Mercy, Kindneſs; in ſhort, to do all the Good 
we can to others, as often as we haye an Op- 
portunity of doing it. I need not in this Place 
quote all the Texts of Scripture that are com- 
monly urg d to this Purpoſe. I ſhall therefore 
only take Notice of the Deſcription given by 
Holy David of the Righteous Man or the 
Good (for thoſe are ſynonomous Terms with 
him) in the 37 and 112 Palme; where he 
repreſents ſuch a Man, as One that is gracious 
and full of Compaſſion, That ic ever merci- 
1 and e Favour and lendeth, That 
C bath 
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hath. e and given to avg Gong yaa, 
cerning this Man the P/aim/t declares, that 
he hall be had in everlaſting Remembrance, I 
and that his Righteouſneſs endureth for euer. 

But it may not be amiſs to give ſome hon 8 
Account of what the wiſer Heathens thought 
af this Matter. Ariſtotle declares Juſtice to 
be, not any Part of Virtue, but the Whole, 
Ou Atigos gerne, GANG & agiry: And to ſhew. 
that this was no particular Notion of his own. 
He quores the following Verſe from an Ancient 
Poet. EV Stxauorury o mas ageTh; . 
He acknowledges no other Diſtinction be- 
tween Juſtice and Virtue in general, but that a 
Man may be ſimply virtuous, conſider'd apart . 
by Himſelf: Whereas he that is Juſt,” is alwaies 
ſo in Reſpect ro other People, making ule of 
every particular Virtue in promoting the Com- 
mon Good : for which Reaſon he lays Juſtice. 
is ageTy dig , or the very Perfection ; 
of Virtue: He being the beſt Man, who is 
good., not in himſelf only, but to all about him. 
As on the contrary, he is conſummately Wick- 
ed, who is both vicious in himſelf, and i injuri- 
ous to them that he has to deal with. 

In this Point Ari/torle perfectly agrees with 
his Maſter Plato, who frequently brings in 
Socrates diſputing to the fame Purpoſe. _ 

Tully, who form'd his Notions of theſe Mat- 


ters * what he had collected from the Greek 
Moraliſts, 


s Moraliſts, repreſents Juſtics: as the Jane * 
every thing that is commendable in Man; and 
to be that from whence Good Men are ſo call'd, 
Dude Viri boni nominautur. He makes it to 
conſiſt of two Parts, whereof the one is that 
Negative part before ſpoken of, namely, that 
we wrong no Man; The other, that we do 
what Good we can to all Men: And in reſpect 
ro this latter Part he ſays, That Juſtice, rotam 
fe ad alienas Utilitates porrigit atque expli- 
cat. That this Virtue Gauche a ſelf in the 
practice of all the reft, which, accordi 
bim, are nothing elſe but Juſtice under 3 
Names diverſifyd according to it's Objects: 
That in Regard to the Deity, tis Religion; to te 
Parents, Duty; towards Men in general, Good- 
neſs; in matters of Truſt, Fidelity; in moderat. 
ing our Reſentments, Lenity; and Kindneſs a- 
mong Friends. Laſtly, That it makes all other 
> — be what they are, and cannot be it 
ſelf perfect without them. What we call Pru- 
dence, when void of Juſtice is, according to 
him, nothing elſe but knavith Cunning; and 
Fortitude but mere "Brutality. On the other 
ſide, tho Probity may in ſome Meaſure ſubſiſt 
| where Prudence is wanting, yet he will ſcarce 
allow it the Name of Juſtice: But, a Coward, 
He thinks, can never be a Juſt Man. Nemo 
Juſtus eſſe poteſt, ſaith He, qui mortem, qui 
Aolorem , "gus exilium, qui egeſtatrem ti. 
C 2 | met; 
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met; ant qui ea que iſe fant of varia 
@quitats anteponit. f F 
JT 0o be juſt then, according to the true No- 
tion of that Word, is to have all the good 
Qualities that compleat the Character of a Vir- 
tuous Man; and to exert them all as there is 
Occaſion in acquitting ones ſelf of his private 
Obligations; and in procuring. what in us lies, 
the common Benefit of Mankind. 
And now it will be no hard Matter to how 
the Connexion between the Terms of our firſt 
Propoſition. The Truth is, thoſe Terms are con- 
vertible; for there can be nothing ſaid to the 
Honour of any well deſerving Perſon, but muſt 
be borrow'd from the Deſcription of a Juſt Man. 
Wherefore, to repreſent him as he is in himſelf, 
is to give him the greateſt Honour that a Man 
is capable of, confider'd as a Man in his moral 
Capacity: So that Solomon in ſaying that his 
Memory is bleſſed; ſaid no more in Effect than 
his Father had ſaid before him, when he de- 
clard that fuch a Man ſhould be had in ever- 
laſting Remembrance, for to remember Him, 
muſt be to Bleſs. his Memory; his Virtues ne- 
ceſſarily affecting People's Minds with Love and 
Admiration; 3 that there cannot be a 
more delightful Object offer'd to the Sight, than 
this is to the Mind; at leaſt, in the Judgment 
of thoſe that underſtand human W beſt. 
Plato thought there could. be no Image fo 
beanti- 


n Trxiwnivty-CoLLEGE CHAPEL. 2 
beautiful and amiable: as that of Virtue. would 
appear, were it ſet before us. Ariſtotle de- 
clares Juſtice more to be admir'd than the 
| brighteſt Star in the Firmamennrnrn. 
Od E Our ESO | ohm Javuags: 
Saith He. A ſenſible Proof of all which, every 
Man, that deſerves that Name, cannot but feel 
within his own Breaſt. He muſt certainly be 
of a Make different from that of other People; 
who can hear or read of an Action truly Good 
and Generous, , and not. be delighted with the 
Recital, and not love to revolve it over and 
over again in his Mind. And when Virtue and 
Vice may ſeem for a time to be at a Struggle, 
who is there can fit unconcern'd for the Event, 
or does not find himſelf inſenſibly engag d in 
the juſt Cauſe, and become a Party before He 
was aware, at whatever diſtance of Time or 
Place the Scene may be lay d? Quis eff tam di ſi 
ſimilis homini qui non moveatur & Offen ſious 
Turpitudinis & Comprobatione Honeſlatis + 
F, Fregellanum Proditorem, quanquam 
Reipublicæ noſtræ profuit, non odii — Qui 
Ariſtidem mortuum non diligit? an obliviſca- 
mur quantopere in audiendo legendoque mo- 
veamur, cum pie, cum amice, cum magno ani- 
mo aliquid factum efſe cognoſcimus? This He 
obſerves to be the pure Impulſe of Nature diſ- 
covering it ſelf after the ſame Manner both in 
Pexſons of an ingenuous Education, and in 5 
n rude 
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rude Multitude; as appear d by the Noel ina. 
tions it ford from the latter. when any ſi nal 
Act of Virtue was repreſented on the Stage. 
'Tis the Love that Men naturally have for 
ſuch Objects of Delight and Admiration, and 
their Deſire to keep them, as long as tis poſ- 
ſible, preſent to their Minds, that have put 
People, in all Ages and Places, upon ſtudying 
Ways to perpetuate the Memory of excellent 
Perſons. This ſeems to have given Riſe to 
many Anniverſary Solemnities, and to have 
"firſt Sharries the erecting of Pillars, Pyra- 
mids, Maufoleums, Statues. It's true that Peo- 
ple's Eſteem and Gratitude did very ſoon, and 
in many Places, turn to a ſuperſtitious Fond 8 
neſs; hich they made appear by conſecrating 
Altars and Temples to the Virtues, and to the 
Perſons of thoſe they held in Admiration. But 
this, like all other Exceſſes which Men's Incli- 
nations lead em to, when faffer'd to ontrem 
their Reaſon, ſtill ſhews how they naturally 
and affected. It ſhews, that they muſt needs 
think rhem highly to deſerve the greateſt Ho- 
nours, that the Condition of mortal Man is 
capable of, whom they ſuppos d to partake of 
the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ſd far as to 
become proper Objects of Religious Worſhip. 
But 1 find Time will not allow me to dwell 
upon this pleaſing Part of my Subject, much 
* to handle the more odious Part as it de- 
. ſerves, 
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ſet ves. tho' perhaps no leis neceſſary to be a. 
eulcated and enlarged upon: I —5 therefore 
brupely en to the Application. 9 


| We aue mer eber a this Timo: tq mL: 
the Memories of the Founders and Benafactors 
af this magnificent Callege; and of thoſe lef- 
ſer Bodies of which this great One was com- 
d. To Bie, I ſay, their Memories, for 
ſo we muſt do whenfoever we remember them 
by that Title, and to mention their Names - 
on any other Account would be impertinent at 
this Time: For which Reaſon, what we have 
to fay of them. will in a great Meaſure be ap- 
plicable to other Founders and Benefactors of 
Colleges. However, all will agree, that the 
Praiſe, due to ſucheminant Promoters, of V . 
tue and Learning, belongs in a peculiar manner 
to them that have contributed to the nobleſt 
Foundation of the Sort the World aſſords. 
This muſt be allow'd concerning them, and 
all in General to whom the World is oblig' d, 
for their having kept up Learning in it, thar 
they deferve a Place among the greateſt Bene 
factors ro Mankind; For tis to them in a great 
Meaſure, that the eiviliz' Part of Mankind owe 
the Bencfits ariſing from human Society: For 
which Reaſon all that Honour ought to be 
pay'd to their Memories, which was really due 


to thoſe, whom. che Anciat Heathns had te 
the 
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the greateſt Veneration: Thoſe, who were moſt 
Idoliz'd by them, appear to be ſuch as, either 
had reduc'd em from a State of Barbarity, by 
improving their inbred Principles of Reaſon and 
Virtue, into moral Rules for a ſocial and a civil 
Life; or ſuch as gave their Minds to find out 
uſeful Arts and Sciences, by. which the Condi- 
tion of Men in this World was render'd more 
commodious; for all which Rules, Arts and 
Sciences, by whomſoever invented or improy'd, 
together wirh the Benefits reſulting from them, 
we ſtand indebted to them, by whoſe means 
Learning hath been preſerv'd and K 
For, were it not for That, Mankind would 
ſoon relapſe into Ignorance, Confuſion, and 
Barbarity. - Wherefore tis fit that the Enemies 
of ſuch Societies as this, ſhou'd be ſometimes 
minded of their Obligations to us : for as little 
Learning as they may have themſelves yet, 
they partake of the common Benefit ariſing 4 
from it, whilſt they enjoy the Privileges of a 
civil Life; and are ſo much the better for it, 
by how much their Condition differs from that 
of a Wild American or a Brutiſh Hotentor. 
But all this was a ſmall Part of what they 
had in View, whoſe Memories we now ble; 
Their Charity being ſuch, as could not be con- 
fin'd to this World; For their chief Deſign, in 
erecting theſe Nurſeries of Learning, was, that 
they might prove ſubſervient to Religion. = 
_ whic 
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which end, they have made ſuch Proviſion for 
the Education of Youth to be inſtructed in the 
Principles of Chriſtianity. and inurd to the 

Practice of it's Duties, that, whilſt any. Re- 
gard is had to the Rules they have preſcribd 
us, The Church will never want a ſupply of 
ſuch as, thro? the Blefling of God, may be ſuc- 

ceſsfully imploy'd in enn the prone Wel- 
fare of Mankind. 

This was the peculiar Deſign of our F ounders. 
and Benefactors; nor has there been any thing 

wanting on their Parts to render it effectual: 
Of which our Statutes will be a convincing 
Proof, to all that ſhall peruſe them without 
Prejudice: For in theſe every thing neceſſary 

or conducive to that Deſign is provided for 
with great Wiſdom; and Directions given us, 
for carrying it on, ſo very plain, that they can- 
not be miſinterpreted thro' Ignorance, let us af- 
fe it ever ſo much; and ſo practicable, that 
| our departing from them in any material Point. 
J can admit of no Excuſe: I ſay, in any material 
Point; for it is not poſſible, that human Laws 
ſhould be ſo contriy? ba but the Change of Times 
and of other Circumſtances, may (as to the po- 
ſirive Part of them) make ſome ſmall Altera- 
tions deftrable : But in Matters relating to the 

Choice of Perſons, that are to become Mem- 

bers of this Body; Their Inſtruction in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, and all ſuch Learning as _ | 


3 ase to. em in * — ä to, Is 
their Principel Study; and t 95 Maintenance of. 
good Diſcipline in every Re eſpect, our Statutes, . 
are ſd agrecable to natural Equity and the Reaſon. 
af things, that to violate them, Would, in our. 
Caſe, be to break thro' the ſtrongeſt 1 - 
that are upon us, as we are Men and Me N 
of human Society, as well as Chriſtians. 
Time will allow me to inſiſt only on, the 
firſt of. theſe Particulars, I mean, that part of our 
Statutes which direct us in the Choice of Scho. 
lars and Fellows; which is fo agreeable ta the 
known Rules of common Juſtice, that to de- 
viate from it, in any the like Caſe, would be. 
highly criminal were we under no Obligation 
of an Oath: It binds us carefully to examine 
the Perſons concern d, that is, al, that by the 
Statutes, are capable of an Election: To con- 
ſider only their Merit, without Affection or 
Favour; and to chuſe them, and them only, 
out of the whole Number, whom in our Con- 
ſciences we fhall judge to be the belt, qualify d. 
maxime.idoneos. All this, I ſay, is no more 
than what common Juſtice binds every Man to. 
in any the like Caſe: For He muſt be a very 
unrighteous Judge. that gives Sentence without 
having heard the Parties; or that debars any - 
from a fair Hearing; or that hath Reipect to 
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Perſons in Judgment. and. without conſidering, 


he Merits of a Cauſe, ſhall 14 in Fa- 
vour 


— 


in is Txxnat Colton * 17 
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your of h is Friend; He muſt be a very faich- 
lels Truſtee, who Mall give to one I hath 
receiv'd in Truſt for another, as He alwaies 
does in the preſent Caſe, who prefers not them 
: 4 beſt, to the unworthy. and to the 
defervin 
So jut . reaſonable is that ſolemn Obliga- 
tion laid upon us in a Matter of the higheſt im- 
portance, on which the whole Deſign of our 
nſtitution does chiefly depend: For, according 
to the ordinary Courſe of Things, That will 
never fail, if we our Integrity; but it can 
never have it's due Effect, ſhould we prevati- 
"cate with God and Man in this Matte... 
If we diſcharge our Truſt, as we have bound 
our Souls to do, Our College will 'be alwaies 
ing, and alwaies ſending out into the 
World, Men qualify'd ro anſwer the Intention 
of our Founders. For when ſo many ingenuous 
Youths, as flock hither from all Parts, "ſhall 
be made ſenſible, that, from the Time of their 
Admiſſion, they become Candidates for Scho- 
larſhips, and — be choſen Fellows, the ſame 
Year Far the. er] Pom taken their firſt F 
and that Nothing can ſtand in their Way to Pre- 
ferment, but the ſuperior Merit of their Com- 
panions (ſince e One ſhall be admitted to 
a publick and impartial Examination, ) He muſt 
be a Stranger to human Nature, that can ima- 
nine any thing fo ſevere in our Diſcipline, that 
D'S Youths 


wo - if SER MON" Prev © 


Wilde wa perſuaded will not we MUM 
ply with; any Difficulties: in Learning which 
they will not be animated to attempt and over- 
come. They are now in the Morning, as it 


were, of Life. when the Faculties of the Mind 


exert themſelves with the greateſt Vivacity and 
Vigour: Tis at their Age, that the Deſire of 
Glory and the Senſe of Shame have the ſtrong- 


eſt Influence on the Mind; It being n 


the Voung Man's Ambition, | 
Ae &i % vd xelgo or Ele Ab 1 
And with this they'l be the more enflant', 


the more they have to contend with; ſo that 


tis a peculiar Advantage to this. great Body, that 


there are, or ought to be, ſo. very many Con- 


currents at every Election. For 'tis not only 
true, that the beſt Choice is alwaies made out 


of the greateſt Number, but the more they are 


that ſtand in Competition, the greater Profi- 
cients they'l all of em be; every Competitor 
adding a Spur to the Diligence of the reſt: So 
that, whoever gain the Prize they'l all grow 
the better by contending for it. What a mighty 
Advantage might be made of this natural Emu- 
lation of theirs, to their own and the publick 


Good, when directed the right Way, may ap- 


pear from the Effects it commonly has in Mat- 


ters of an Indifferent Nature, and too often in 


ſuch as are Blame. worthy ; for it will: alwaies 


he * it ſelf ** a and if * 


ſome OE in Hopes, that they 
Day, be admitted to put in for the 
or the Ihm an Prize; and all fr the Glory of 
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be not employid about chat: which is go | 
laudable. they I be labouring to excel each -08 

ther in Tales, or char which is worſe. The 
Effects of it were very remarkable of old in 
the Græcian Youth: They could Hübmit then! 
ſelves, for a long Courſe of Vears, to a moſt 
painful Drudgery , , accompany'd* with an irk. 
might, one 
HAmpicl 


ſignalizing their Strength and Activity of Body: 
Wherein let a Man exerciſe Himel ever ſo 
much, he't neyer come near to many Brute 
Creatures: ſo that the Vidtor's Merit was fo 
ſmall, that it might be thought ſufficiently re. 


warded with: his /Par/{ey-Garland: But here tlie 


Prize is offer d to- ſuch as ſhall, the moſt near 


ly. attain to the nobleſt Accompliſhments of 
Human Nature; in which tis the proper Glo 
of a Man to excell. For heracthe Enquiry w 


or ought to he, Who hath treaſurd up of 
ſuch Knowledge) asc will ſerve to improbe his 


Reaſon, and regulate his Manners 2 Whoſe Be. 


haviour hath made it moſt appear, that He 


grows every Day Wiſer and Better by what He 
| Gs! * And Who hath been exerciſing Himſelf 


moſt, and to beſt, Purpoſe; in ſuch Arts as wilt 


be of Uſe and en to aim in 1 975 
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theſe Accounts, it will beſt become tt nem to 
diſtinguiſh thenifelves: It can ſurely be no Que 
Nion among thoſe thar ſtand here before us; of 
whom it is hop'd chat they are all of them, 2 
Laudem & ad Decus nats, ſuſcepti in itari. 
But Hic feunt Homines — It is yon 
to the Turn they fthall here take, that they are 
like to prove hereafter. ; If they ſhall. now be 
directed aright, there is not any Praten ot 
Station, that they may not one- come to 
adorn ; after having been Diſciplin' and Exer- 
eis d. as our Statutes require, in this noble 
Smnaſium, or rather in ſo conſpicuous a 
Theatre, as our College, when rightly order d. 
can never fail to be; For the World will then 
have it's Eyes continually upon us. We ſee 
what a Confluence of Nobility and Gentry, 
The Virtue of One Man daily-draws to one of 
our leaft Colleges; and is it poſſible that This 
ſhould lie hid in an inglorious Obſeurity, when 
-govern'd ac to our Statutes, and conſe- 
quently fill d with Perſons Reeg. Way fit for 
their reſpective Stations? 
On the other ſide, if they mall be abandon d 
to Themſelves, and their own Vouthful Imagi- 
nations, without any Account taken of their 
Behaviour, or Notice of their Improvements; 1 
If the Rewards, that ſhould invigorate 2 
Di ci- 
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out. Distinction ef Merit, 'w the orderly. 
well s ee. — 


dad, e n 1 80 A 
Practices at Home; and all fliall be fare to 
off at laſt with a like ſdlemn Atteſtation to 2 
Pragreſs they have: made; in Virtue and Eearr-; - 
Ing, There mar. notwithſtanding: alb this, 
be among them. who::ſhall prove encellenn 
Men. — Bat no Thanks to us fort, 'they-wou', - 
be the ſame, or mich n been 
educated elſewhere. Ear the reſt, the baſt chat 
on boſtickef un will he, thut we are as J 
rat hat lofi i Sevoun;, Fbar wo have: _ 
feared the whole Deſign of our Inflitarion,.- 

it become to che Publick ; — 
in Rerurn for the liberab Maintenance we emoy, 
| _ 1 r. _—_ — nd 
us lies, te a roach upon 
Memorics,. as if they had: in xs; cu pat 


vict as they were uot ale m perform." 
But the Reproach wilf never flick: there; it 


will return a Hundred: Fold upon ons: fires 
Our Founders; and Henefactars, in order to cf. 
fect the utmaff that I. kaue been mentioning, 
have requir d at our Hands nothing that is im- 
practicable or difficult; or that Good Men in. 


our Staring N rake. Pleafure to be em- 
7" ploy'd 


* 

eee e Gr 
Men, that have. none) of bur p 
tions upon them. and are deſtitute of Y 
many Advantages that we abound Wich. ie 
now a conſiderable time ſince wv To 
Ranks, from 'thole- GIN way ary 5 | 


Laden: of our Country. 
to a Society, for the Impro A 
Sciences The ſame is done, or rat in al- 
moſt every noted City;] all Europe. over. Our 
Laity are at this very Time, in every Part of 
_ the Nation, aſſociating. themſelves for the Sup 
preſſion of Vice and " Promoting bens on 
STIL... Eo 10 aut S069 B 
st 7 nr.... . — 
But if We, not content to fir Gill and ſee our 
Work taken out of our Hands, ſhall ö 
not only not to proſecute, but wholly to In- 
vert the Deſign of our Inſtitution, — up 
another kind of Diſcipline, in direct Oppoſition 
to that preſcrib'd us, Prefering our Young Peo- 
ple, according as they ſhall be approv'd of by 
the vileſt Sycophants , and appear the - moſt 
likely to tread in their Steps, or ſhall have been 
moſt ſacceſsful in undermining and ſupplanting 
their Brethren : (For That, in all likelihood, 
will then be the Principal Study of many, — ; 
__ 
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Methods hall ever come to be ud; 28 ol 
tend to cotrupt our Old Men. as well as. — 
Voung, and working upon their Hopes er up- 
on their Fears, may ullüre or foros them to ſet 

go their Integrity, and their Truſt, whe! - 

— This, or in any Other Matter of Impor- 

I This thall. ever come to be Or. | 

Caſe, as, bow loch it may. God'kno IS 
is alone able to preverr it, We ſhall chen hure 
lirtle Cauſe to complain of our Obſturity'; WE 
ſhall wiſh rather that thick Darkneſs #1 : 
5 fo — But in ene Weare 4 «Gy. 

27 CY | 


that, — tepentance and | 
Reparation (ſo far as tis poſſible) for the We 
We hall have done to the Publick, and to 
that have been defrauded of their Right, will 5 
infallibly. turn 70 everlaſiing Confuſion. And 
even in this World, it will be with us, as was 
with the Iſraelites, when under the utmoſt Se- 
verity of God's Judgment. We ſhall become an 
8 3 4 Proverb, and a y- M. ard; 
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| HiReproath, to our Ne 
Venn to them that a 
Aud 4 this louſe 
54 — ſhall ſay, 2 hath the La 1 
2 hh unto "thee Houſe 2 And they ſhall an-. 
- Becauſe 15. for ſooſb the RY their 
Cad — This will be our Portion But tho 
our Names ſhall rot upon the Earth, yet will 
the Memory of our Founders and Benefactors 
be Bleſſed, by all that ſhall conſider with how 
much Wiſdom as well as Charity, they have 
ſtudy d to promote the Happine of Mankind. 
Or if their Glory ſhall in any reſpect be ob:: 
ſcur d among Men, by our fruſtrating their pious 
Intentions, yet we may be ſure, that their Re · 
ward will be the ſame in Heaven, as if the 
Succeſs had been every way equal to their De- 
fires: And there we know, They that be Wiſh: 
hall ſhine as the Briekenefe « of the Firma. 
ment; and they that turn many to Righte-| 
ouſneſs, « as the * — for. euer and n, 29411 


